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 My lack of knowledge about electronic technology can sometimes cause me 
undue anxiety.  I read more into those little trouble prompts on my computer than 
might be necessary.  My panic on study leave may have been intensified because I was 
in northern Minnesota, finishing a year’s worth of sermon planning.  When my laptop 
said “Corrupt power source,” I panicked.  Would I be able to finish, would I have access 
to my work, would the computer crash, could I even do the next task of my study leave?  
The tech adviser for the electric power coop in Moose Lake talked me down, convinced 
me all it took was a new (expensive) battery, and I was good to go.   
 I thought.  I went through the set up protocol for the new battery and blithely 
spent the next day taking notes and planning stewardship for the coming year.  As I 
neared the end of that day’s work, I got the same trouble warning, so I ran the 
diagnostics again, to no avail.  Since I hadn’t run out of juice completely, I decided to risk 
transporting everything back home, run my back up, and bring the machine to my 
computer guru.  It took faith that it was a manageable risk, but I was still felt pretty 
vulnerable.  As it turned out, I could rely on the computer if it was plugged in.  
Furthermore, all I needed to do to get rid of that pesky warning, was to take the battery 
out, reinstall, run the diagnostics, and reboot.  No need for panic, but a big lesson in 
power. 
 Which is what made this experience the metaphor that will not die, a sermon 
illustration about being plugged in to reliable power, about power systems that do not 
energize, about the dangers of reliance on personal power.  Maybe it was more visceral 
to me.  It felt like an illustration of living in perilous times, near burnt out, and what it 
takes to check our priorities, to unplug and reboot.  Where do we get the juice to keep 
going? 
 This story about Moses and the burning bush is so iconic for our faith and the 
way we worship, I thought this metaphor might apply.  If only I could figure out what 
kind of story it is. It has been read in so many ways—and maybe that’s its virtue, that it 
can be read in different ways for different times.  But what is it about?  For some, it’s 
about naming God, who says to Moses, “I Am Who I  Am (I Will Be Who I Will Be) 
(Jehovah) . . . is my name forever.”  But there’s more to this story than God claiming a 
name. 
 Is it this about “Pay attention; I’ve got a job for you,” the call to vocation?  
Moses, a murderer on the lam, is the guy who abruptly left a career in the Egyptian 
court.  Now a wilderness shepherd, he’s just building his life with a growing family.  His 
conversation with a bush (if you can believe a conversation with a bush is possible!) is 
the impetus for another abrupt change in lifestyle.  His new career path requires an 
entirely different relationship with both the people know him only as a self-righteous 
murderer, someone who thinks he’s God.  Pay attention (God says):  your life has a 
different purpose. 



 Or maybe this is about “Pay attention, there is more holiness around than you 
think,” a story of reverence, of discovering the holy in our mundane lives.  The Celtic 
Christians would mention thin places at this point, teaching about signs all around us of 
God’s presence.  Today, in this gorgeous setting (surely one of the most beautiful places 
on earth!), we realize it’s not always a bush-on-fire trying to get our attention, urging us 
to turn aside in reverence, to stop for just one moment in our rush to accomplish the 
day.  This morning, the music of Clear Creek could be the sound of celestial choirs.  The 
immense trees that surround and envelop us are as beautiful as the walls of any 
pilgrimage cathedral in Europe.  [Stop now, let the sense of reverence wash over you, 
listen for the choir of creation.]  And if this is the case, what is to keep us from noticing 
the places of worship in our own back yards?  It’s not such a leap for people who think 
that pouring a little water over someone claims them for God.  For people who eat a 
morsel of bread and drink a sip of grape juice as if in the presence of Jesus himself, 
believing it to be the nourishment that enables us to go out and to be him in the world 
around us.  Pay attention to the holiness surrounding you in the mundane world. 
 Maybe this story is about “Pay attention; corrupt power source,” about learning 
our radical reliance on God.  Were my laptop battery adventures a modern-day parallel 
to Moses’ experience?  Surely, my experience with my computer’s power was more 
about trust than it was about knowledge, just as Moses, the guy who talks to bushes, 
discovered that his call to liberate his people is less about his own power than it is about 
trusting the One True Source of Power (I Am Who I Am).  It took some conscious 
decision-making on my part to believe that, even if the battery wasn’t charging, I was 
still plugged into the outlet.  If I was plugged in, that was all I needed in terms of power.  
I would not be able to disconnect from the power source and work, because the old 
battery couldn’t bear the power drain.  Kind of a metaphor for spiritual practices.  We 
can’t disconnect from our power source.  Even working on battery power, we’ve got to 
continually recharge, or we’ll only have juice for a little while, and then we’ll crash, and 
our work will be lost and inaccessible.  We cannot just rely on ourselves. 

So maybe it’s not a story that can be read three different ways.  Maybe it’s a 
story that needs all three meanings—about being “plugged in” to our Source of Power, I 
Am Who I Am.  Maybe that direct connection to the power of God is the same as 
reverence, is the same as God’s call of purpose in our lives.  What if we treated our jobs 
and roles in family and church and community with as much reverence as was asked of 
Moses, was he stands in front of that bush-that-was-not-consumed?  Yeah, before 
Moses would go back to Egypt, he negotiated and argued with God about his perceived 
lack of credentials.  But he did go.  He did treat that call with reverence.  He did stay 
connected to the power of I Am Who I Am.   

What do we do when we get that prompt warning us that we’re about to lose 
power?  Do we even notice it?  Pay attention!  The holy is in the mundane, God calls us 
to purpose.  Pay attention, but stay connected.  
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	My lack of knowledge about electronic technology can sometimes cause me undue anxiety.  I read more into those little trouble prompts on my computer than might be necessary.  My panic on study leave may have been intensified because I was in northern Minnesota, finishing a year’s worth of sermon planning.  When my laptop said “Corrupt power source,” I panicked.  Would I be able to finish, would I have access to my work, would the computer crash, could I even do the next task of my study leave?  The tech adviser for the electric power coop in Moose Lake talked me down, convinced me all it took was a new (expensive) battery, and I was good to go.  

	I thought.  I went through the set up protocol for the new battery and blithely spent the next day taking notes and planning stewardship for the coming year.  As I neared the end of that day’s work, I got the same trouble warning, so I ran the diagnostics again, to no avail.  Since I hadn’t run out of juice completely, I decided to risk transporting everything back home, run my back up, and bring the machine to my computer guru.  It took faith that it was a manageable risk, but I was still felt pretty vulnerable.  As it turned out, I could rely on the computer if it was plugged in.  Furthermore, all I needed to do to get rid of that pesky warning, was to take the battery out, reinstall, run the diagnostics, and reboot.  No need for panic, but a big lesson in power.

	Which is what made this experience the metaphor that will not die, a sermon illustration about being plugged in to reliable power, about power systems that do not energize, about the dangers of reliance on personal power.  Maybe it was more visceral to me.  It felt like an illustration of living in perilous times, near burnt out, and what it takes to check our priorities, to unplug and reboot.  Where do we get the juice to keep going?

	This story about Moses and the burning bush is so iconic for our faith and the way we worship, I thought this metaphor might apply.  If only I could figure out what kind of story it is. It has been read in so many ways—and maybe that’s its virtue, that it can be read in different ways for different times.  But what is it about?  For some, it’s about naming God, who says to Moses, “I Am Who I  Am (I Will Be Who I Will Be) (Jehovah) . . . is my name forever.”  But there’s more to this story than God claiming a name.

	Is it this about “Pay attention; I’ve got a job for you,” the call to vocation?  Moses, a murderer on the lam, is the guy who abruptly left a career in the Egyptian court.  Now a wilderness shepherd, he’s just building his life with a growing family.  His conversation with a bush (if you can believe a conversation with a bush is possible!) is the impetus for another abrupt change in lifestyle.  His new career path requires an entirely different relationship with both the people know him only as a self-righteous murderer, someone who thinks he’s God.  Pay attention (God says):  your life has a different purpose.

	Or maybe this is about “Pay attention, there is more holiness around than you think,” a story of reverence, of discovering the holy in our mundane lives.  The Celtic Christians would mention thin places at this point, teaching about signs all around us of God’s presence.  Today, in this gorgeous setting (surely one of the most beautiful places on earth!), we realize it’s not always a bush-on-fire trying to get our attention, urging us to turn aside in reverence, to stop for just one moment in our rush to accomplish the day.  This morning, the music of Clear Creek could be the sound of celestial choirs.  The immense trees that surround and envelop us are as beautiful as the walls of any pilgrimage cathedral in Europe.  [Stop now, let the sense of reverence wash over you, listen for the choir of creation.]  And if this is the case, what is to keep us from noticing the places of worship in our own back yards?  It’s not such a leap for people who think that pouring a little water over someone claims them for God.  For people who eat a morsel of bread and drink a sip of grape juice as if in the presence of Jesus himself, believing it to be the nourishment that enables us to go out and to be him in the world around us.  Pay attention to the holiness surrounding you in the mundane world.

	Maybe this story is about “Pay attention; corrupt power source,” about learning our radical reliance on God.  Were my laptop battery adventures a modern-day parallel to Moses’ experience?  Surely, my experience with my computer’s power was more about trust than it was about knowledge, just as Moses, the guy who talks to bushes, discovered that his call to liberate his people is less about his own power than it is about trusting the One True Source of Power (I Am Who I Am).  It took some conscious decision-making on my part to believe that, even if the battery wasn’t charging, I was still plugged into the outlet.  If I was plugged in, that was all I needed in terms of power.  I would not be able to disconnect from the power source and work, because the old battery couldn’t bear the power drain.  Kind of a metaphor for spiritual practices.  We can’t disconnect from our power source.  Even working on battery power, we’ve got to continually recharge, or we’ll only have juice for a little while, and then we’ll crash, and our work will be lost and inaccessible.  We cannot just rely on ourselves.

So maybe it’s not a story that can be read three different ways.  Maybe it’s a story that needs all three meanings—about being “plugged in” to our Source of Power, I Am Who I Am.  Maybe that direct connection to the power of God is the same as reverence, is the same as God’s call of purpose in our lives.  What if we treated our jobs and roles in family and church and community with as much reverence as was asked of Moses, was he stands in front of that bush-that-was-not-consumed?  Yeah, before Moses would go back to Egypt, he negotiated and argued with God about his perceived lack of credentials.  But he did go.  He did treat that call with reverence.  He did stay connected to the power of I Am Who I Am.  

What do we do when we get that prompt warning us that we’re about to lose power?  Do we even notice it?  Pay attention!  The holy is in the mundane, God calls us to purpose.  Pay attention, but stay connected.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


